M. G. Russell is a Pontotoc County native. He grew up on a cotton and dairy farm in west Pontotoc County near the Lafayette County line. Even though he likes to write fiction, the most of his writings up until this point have been about what it was like to grow up on a farm in the 1940’s and 1950’s in the hills of Pontotoc County.

Russell and his wife, Jan, have been married for fifty one years, and have two children. Other than a tour of duty in Indiana and Florida, they have made their home in Memphis, TN, for the most of that time. 

Russell retired in 2004, after 47 years in the transportation industry. He and his wife have also been small business owners for thirty seven of those years. His extensive travel in his work allowed him to meet many people from all different parts of our country, and gave him many ideas for his articles. 

Russell considers himself as a pleasure writer. When asked why he waited this late in life to begin writing, he said, “I guess that I was just too busy trying to make a living.” He said that one of his hobbies is pleasure writing. He simply likes to go to a coffee shop, or quite place, and write. He said that sometimes he kind of gets himself in trouble because of this. “If I am not careful, I will begin writing and totally forget the passage of time.” 

Another favorite hobby Russell’s is running. After experiencing a few health problems in his mid-forties, he took up running. It turned into something he really enjoyed, and over the years he has run in over one hundred 5K, and 10K, races, including the Tupelo Gum tree, and Pontotoc Bodock run.  
Even though Memphis has been his home for over fifty years, Russell’s roots run deep in the soil of Pontotoc County. This is reflected in his writing. Many of his articles, as well as his fiction stories, often reflect this fact. He said that any time that he can he drops in a line about Pontotoc County, as he did in his article, Copper Crawl Mountain, which he wrote for The Memphis Runner’s Track Club, and one of his fiction books which is yet unpublished, From the Banks of the Tallahassee to the valley of Cortez.   

